Andrew Fletcher (b. 1979)

Critic as artist in a post-truth era, 2017/18

Digital photograph series

Artist’s statement

Brought up in a liberal household, Andrew spent much of his childhood wandering
the mean streets of Gosforth, a rundown suburb in the northern industrial city of
Newcastle. He spent many evenings in the municipal park, perfecting the subtle arts
of micro-vandalism, night golfing and talking jive. In this milieu, he discovered an

early love of alternative expressive forms.

Never having mastered a musical instrument, Andrew became involved in free
improvisation. The genre amused him but did not feel authentic. This formed the
basis of Andrew’s philosophy that humour is integral to art (unless you’re good —
then it's optional). After being ejected from a cemetery for creating a particularly
awful racket, Andrew spent a decade working in tedious administrative jobs and
writing childish poetry. It was during these ‘wilderness years’ that one day, Andrew
was asked to vacuum the stairs. He saw this as the perfect moment to commence an
ambitious art project and so, grabbing whatever came closest to hand, AF’s GIN

and HAT reviews * was born. A lady now does the stairs every two weeks.

Andrew barely knows how to hold a camera. These photos were taken by balancing
a Nikon D3300 on a pile of books on the toilet opposite the shower in the artist’s
bathroom. The shutter mechanism was triggered via a remote control, which is
cunningly concealed in most of these pictures but not all of them. Like all artists,
Andrew now writes in the third person. For sales, please reconsider your humour or

contact the gallery.

* This work has been re-titled to appear more serious in case | ever have to include it on a CV. The

formal title is the ‘post-truth’ component.



“A. Fletcher®s CIN and HAT 1 ..

The Gin:O' ihl{ COriental Spiced London Dry Gin

Not too shabby, this. Tastes like Aldi gin with a
load of cardamom seeds dumped in it. The
» e ottle is nice and heavy, with a sort of tassel
around the neck - presumably so youcan
tether it to somethingiif you go into a bar. For
some gin. 7/10

e ——————

The Hal: Mango woman’s

ThlSllS a comfy hatand an
excellent fit, despite the
perplexing size (U — perhaps
a female sizing). The wide
brim implies some sort of
sun-protection functionality
which, combined with this
mysterious ‘oriental’ gin,
brought abouta distinctly
colonial vibe. 8/10 —
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Colo{lel Fex‘s i‘:md
Gentleman BRadger’s

A double header today. These remain

unop ,butI'll review them anyway.
Colon ux’ s iswhat Gordons’ wishes
it could be; clean, well-groomed and
absolutely prepared for battle.

d Fox urge pregnant females
to “think of their cubs”. 9/ 10

‘Gentleman Badger's is the sloe-
ﬂavnure% eque"ilean}uﬂ'_lSlcaﬂy both

The Hat: PAF Warrant
Officer neaked,g:an

in my blpl:me? Smart but
hardiy practical.4/10
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Bewler h&ts are worn hy muluple

pes of characters, but mainly it’s city

gents, rogues or removal men. Colour-

matchmgabai;lk" mﬂyﬂns rvthis gin I

and hat enabled arather pleasing
Asiz gster look.7/10
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A. Fletch r,sﬁlN

The Gins: Vor premium and Vor barrel aﬂeﬂ ms_ﬂe_—

 TwoReyka <based bad boys this time,
made with a blend of traditional Icelandic
psvchopathy and shrewd marketing. The
clear one is thubarby and gentle, yet
cha]leng;mg like Magnus Magnusson’s

brﬁmnemm

Heidar ngurﬁssm in
Requ avik. Itis extremely
arm, butimpedes vision
d can be somewhat
tickly. If Bjork hada
. naughty little cat, itwoulc
. feellike this. ‘10/’10 =




A Fletc e!r’s CIN anq HAT rig;;iéws

- The Cin: Re quter London Dy Gm

In Nineteen Ei ghty—Pﬂur
compared to “being hit
rubber club”. This tion is almos
f‘ i Beefeater. It does the trick like any other grain alcmhol, but
| w1th a buﬂy rquglu}p_ss Ifithad any poetry, Beefeater

The Hat: Beanie ears, butin the stark light of day,
this is a 1950’ shousew:lf m?mg into Mkltchen sink. Best r

Perhaps I'm being unfair drunk neat. AndFalone g/ 10

linking ‘this type of hat' with ,,_;,;;___,; - |
‘this type of gin’, butlet’s bi il NNy R

honest, you'll not see either Lo R RN e

La Scala. This is the most
depressing pairing yetand,
for me, redolent of a certain
type of upmarket
homelessness.4/10
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A. Fletcher’s CGIN and HAT reviews

! | !
‘The Gin: Buss No. 509, *Persian Peach®

This is a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an
enigma. It tastes tgf peach, but does not contain
peach. It claims to be Persian butis Belgian. Is it
Zarathustra_m‘.]?mm t? Is it poison? Was thata hjntI
ot almond? The guy from the medina with the |
tunny eye and the impeccable English accent has
been tollowing me... Do I confront him or run
away? A suspicious 7/10.

R M

The Hat: Tarbouche or *Fez®

What better way to blend

the ancient and modern
worlds than b breakmg

T D e
the w‘w"mr*

-~ 1 we dﬂmtdmﬂ(alcuhnl
09 A but we're more than
happy to sell it to you
. idiots - oh, and while
you're here, why not buy
yourself a novelty hat? No
really, all the ladies will |
-admire your cultural
sensitivity”.8/10
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a little ‘loop’, enabling it to be
operly on a wall. Both hat and gin

, from Mahon, is traditionally

_————mixed with cloudy lemonade and lots of ice to create a

H

|

hung p

demands a more ‘workman-like’ gin. It

also has

at: Straw
This has a peasant-like, rustic feel to i

are therefore perfectly ma
distinct pragmatism. 9/ 1t

e

This dusky Spaniar

e

you wouldn’twant to be stuck with it forever. Most

pomada’. Like many holiday
usetully, thereisa

i

s CIN g;g
~__The €Cin

=
|

'

. Fletcher



A Fletcheir’

s CIN and HA

The Gin: Hendrick’s €Gin
This ide the ‘premium -"'gﬁi;'ﬁ'rﬁilstnot'

unfounded, is mainly a scam targeting th
image-conscious. Therein lies a problem for

bottle, the brand must be indicated by other

Héndﬂ"(:’j:iﬂnkers since, once out of the

‘means. Hendrick’s promotes heavily the

cucumber garnish. However, I for one do not

require a big green schlong in my drink to

show off in Wetherspoons. 6/10

TheHat: Top

Like the gin, this is black and cy]jndﬂcal!g_
Moreover, it's all about signalling a
certain identity. Wearing itis actually
rather nice - but that misses the point. In
most social contexts, this isn't about the
hat's intrinsic properties; it's about the
class divide and alignment with power.
Or being a dick atthe races.6/10
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A Fletcher s CIN anq HATrewew

The Cins: Rock Rose Spring
and Wi W‘Iter editions
to Dunnet Bay. It's bleak up there and the Scots
seem to havea thing for gin at the moment. Rock
Rose Distillery is really milking this (they doall
sorts of ‘editions’). Spring is predictably fresh, zingy
~and full of midges; Winter is earthy and contains
shards ot bauble. 7/10
The Hat: ‘Bula® bobble
I like my bobble hats stark and simple. This features
a good sturdy cable-knit, which detlects radioactive
tallouttrom the nearby Dounreay Nuclear Power
Development Establishment (currently being
decommissioned). Watch this space tor Rock Rose
Depleted Uramum Fuel Rod edltmnj 10..

C -’-5_-'!'_ -—"'l.-!-
. !;-
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A. Fletcher’s CIN and HAT reviews

The Gin: Star of Gombay

When I look at this bottle, I think: Art Deco,
exuberanée technology. I think of an age of
Dptu:msm; just atter the Great War and just
before the Great Depression. I think of Jay
Gatsby and shooting tor the moon. Then I
take a sipand think: Oh, Bombay Sapphire
in a fancy bottle.6/10

l ' " The Hat: 1 eg2o
LG ‘inspired”

Of course, youcan't
shoot for the moon
without arockegﬁlup
and you ¢ fféivel by
rocket tb“ﬁltﬂble
attire. This partlcu]ﬁrhat
(more a helmmet, but let’s
notsplithairs)is
inspired by the Lego
spaceman. [timparts a
sense of earnest heroism,
which more than makes

B up for the gin. 8 /10
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A. Fletcher” S CIN and | T I’BVIEWS

The Cin: Drumshanbo Gunpowder Irish Cin

-~ Tthought the “blue glass” trend had passed
when Bom‘t_)_a_y Sapphire became usurped by
the hipster gins - buthey-ho. The emphasis
here on ‘oriental botanicals” (gunpowder
tea; hence the name) accompanied by

y Chinese script, a picture of a stag and “from
. the curious mind of...” waftle is all rather
confused. Decént gin, though. 9/10

The Hat: woven
straw trilby

nghtatlmme ﬂeabltw
player in some dodgy' T~
worse. 8 / 10
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A Fletcher s IN and HAI reuews

- _The Gin: ILe Botanist

A triend recently complained thatmodern gins
suffer from an ‘overabundance of botanicals’. I'm
inclined to agree. The precise science of mixing |
bits of hedge together is beyond me, but the self-
awareness thathas sprung up around this
: particularexercise is becoming somewhat
B, tiresome. Shrubs. Whatever. 7/10

3

Thg l:mtz Sola Topee

Commonly known as a “pith
helmet’, this if the perfect hat for
toraging obscure plants forthe

perfect pretentmus g:knmfu 1@11 It
also glves one a = sens -qf




A FIeiqher"—"sGIN
and CAT reviews

The €in: Uneava

You might think this Canadian gin would be
better suited to a ‘touque’ or similar — but my
- pairings choose themselves. Ungava is a fine
gin, leaving me with a clear head after
extensive testing the previous evening,. Itis
also strikingly yellow. This is because
Canadian livers can only process yellow
substances, due to their French origin. 9/10

The Hat:
ﬁreflﬂhters

Cumlma, 1992]
The firefighter's helmetor
glans is a favourite of little
 boys and strippers.
Firefighters spend mostof
 their time rescuing cats from
trees, butI keep this in case
there's a fire. It sits well upon
the head, but the strap tends
to emphasise one's chins,

making for a less than heroic
look.9/10

No animals were harmed in
making this photograph. Test

your smoke alarms regularly.
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A Fletcheiris- GINand HAT reviews

Dlue Bottle Dry Gi&'l
This kind of autological nonsense
should have died along with the

~ Bloomingdale’s ‘brown bag’ fad - but
‘here we are. The gin is eminently
drinkable, with an inebriation profile
characterised by an unsettling sense
of infinite regress. Made in Guernsey,
itis pleasant yetdemanding. 8/10

The Hat: flat cap

Perhaps the most postmodern of
all the hat types, the flat cap.can
be worn just as comfortablyii
ironic or non-ironic setting's I
wear mine when I wish to buy
gin without getting checked for
ID, when driving my tractog, or
i \ just shooting trespassers. 9/10






n Dry Gi’l’l

h-furtherthan Northumberland A
‘because ’rhey becanle side tracked whilst tourin
this Sunderland-based distillery. Poetic License
tashes"thérefﬁ% of defeat. 7/10

The Hat: Roman calea -
centurion’s helmet

“ As long as mankind shall continue to
bestow more liberal applause on their
destroyers than on their benefactors, the
thirst of [gin] will ever be the vici

most exalted characters”(Gibk on, 18!
andthatawhyi re don”
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'
The Gin: i i
Bombay Sapphir

~——The“ﬂéft' MI mmhat helmet

First they eame‘fﬁr
I have an amusing Bombay Sa Ph]_‘{'e_ ' Then T

Felat{?d cdote but sharing :;Cfﬂul‘l] And 1 wag;cml W1th that forI have outgrown mam‘ljs_.

implicate me in atleasttwoc ] L

(notwar crimes), so I'll just have to mﬂgﬁ
back on: Bombay Sapphire - th
you can have too much of, mainly
becausg ‘s alwa‘jrs on sale in at

J
|



A. Fletche

and HAT reviews

The GCin: Da Mhile
seaweed gin

This crazy little Welsh number is about as
exciting as it gets. Itis infused with
seaweed and the manufacturer suggests:
“for decadence, drink straight from an
oyster shell”. We don’t do decadence
here, so instead I've been sneaking
furtive glances in the direction of
this bottle only when I think the
eyes are notupon me — which is
. almost as good. 6/10, probably.

e e Y L i

The Hat: Poke bonnet

[ do love my bonnet. It makes me feel so
sexy and feminine, which is exactly
E how [ wantto feel when I'm looking
— longingly at my Welsh seaweed gin,
l thinking of bivalves. Sometimes I
wonder whatit would be like to
try alcohol, but then I remember

= -:ﬁ_l ; thatit’s wicked and bad and
SEe = slutternly. On the plus side, this
GIN hatreally keeps the sun off.

= 9 9/10
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A. Fletcher®s GIN and

i | The Gin: Steam Punk €in

This ‘steam puxik thing: it’s bollocks really, isn’t
it? Shallow, culturally naive, faux-intellectual
(they always love books) bollocks. Nevertheless,
the gin isn’t toobad. Made in Northumberland,
it's not — as the manufacturer claims - “extremely
rare’ (youcan-getiton Amazon), but despite

+ being carefully marketed at fetishistic novelty-
obsessed children, I can’t deny that it's reasonably
tasty. Garnish with cogs. 7/10

: h The Hat:
YU @ Motorcycle
N helmet

v lavoi
obvious ‘augm
opted instead for




Al Fletcher’s GIN and HAT reviews




A. Fletcher’s CIN and FAF review§

% The Cin: Stolichnaya
‘vodka®

The Russians have their own form of gmq,
which they call ‘vodka'. It doesn't taste -
much like gin; in fact, it's m;;._‘-j_;;_-' ike a riddle

wrapped in a mystery me anenigma..

gL, ¥ Let’s be honest here: gin is essentially vodka
| d with botanicals — so re: '\.j’; ﬁiem?
o difference is that the Russians don’t fuck

about. Okay...Iran outofgin. 5/10

!

'\ The tiﬂul,lshanka

When Rusman people say
‘ushanka!”, the appropriate
response is ‘bless you'. Its literal
translation is ‘ear flap hat’. I
don’t know what the crest on the
frontsignifies, so wearing this is
like taking part in an ideological
lucky dip. 8/10
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A. Fletcher’s GIN and HAT reviews
, FEITH |

| The Cin: Darnley’s

. to be reachjng ar_td theu:' novelty
fades pretty quickly. However, I
this stuff stml-cesa pr decent

the L”:Lb It*s certaﬂtly awinter gin,
- which doesn’t bode well for the

hat - but1like fao 0 play fastand
loose. The outfit? We all have our
kinks.8/10

Necesaalﬂy an 'all in one', this ﬂu’qﬁt
- nevertheless incorporates a distinct
| - hat. The brim is firm yet light, in

_ keeping with the apiarist's |
countenance. Unfortunately, the |
mesh component presents an é
immediate problem, forwhichT =
have yet to devise a solution.

Nevertheless, the full ensemble
makes me feel both invincible |

and honeyed.10/10
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A. Fletcher®s GIN and EAT |-leviews

The Gin: Hortus Tllg Hati ST o ;.'J;
Phubarb & Ginger. A _ Cladiator’s helmet

and Raspberry ‘Hortus' is the Roman god of
. horticulture and so we must return
‘ |

:?rﬂerﬁedi?t%romg?gg to that particular empire. Thisis an

= i incredibly uncomfortable =
give these little bastardsa = £y Y 3 i
go. Big ﬂﬂstake They are ' lézadpleae with mt?;tsf the b |
sweet beyond belief and : aru;g [;IWH oy gdg& . :
distinctly artificial HDSe M 1 also 11 Otk
tasting. The rhubarb can o e ﬂrmal gl_aﬁg mﬂmut Uﬁmg
be tamed by the addition asttaw, e S
B ooy 3l bt the - various reasana Nevertheless i
Ra%?i;gerry h;;s Aok have suffered so you don’t have ta
salvation. Never again Do e
willI be seduced by the EE iy
font on the label. 3/10 } v i
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That's not Jesus on the bottl
- 1tsa o ycal]ed ‘St. Kevin’

“saintofB ackbirds,
apparently. But whatabout
the gin? Well, it's 41%,

\wlﬂch isn’t quite Molotov

th, but suitable fora

Martlm cGuinness, Me? I

di'mk itneatand angry. 6/10

-




A. Fletcher®s GIN and HAT reviews

The Gin: Cordon’s
London dry gin

This stuff takes me back — and
possibly explains a lotaboutmy
childhood (butI shouldn’t -
really getinto thathere). Most ~"
people will be familiar with
Gordon’s; it's the Vauxhall -
Astra of gins - reliable but dull.
This is what people drank

before gin started gettingideas
above its station and arriving in
poncey blue bottles. 8/10

y

The Hat: WWil-era
~*Brodie® helmet
with tin foil |
. I’Vealremi_}?dtmea

H met, but this has
/ * tin foil on it, which playsa

| . vital protect ive role. By
: \ A reflecting cosmic rays and other
. Ll malign forces away from the brain, T
¥ can retain a rare sense of objective
' . sanity. I'd never stoop so low as to

use the phrase ‘wake up, sheeple’ -
butif you want to know what's
really goingon... Geta hat. 9/11
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My cal:mtactm Bhutan acquued i
‘the :ﬂmmitams He dﬂe

\bﬁtﬂe tn yﬂurs truly. Very lltﬂe
lfﬂim'matl | exz[sts, asingle

'"crafued Nmm knnwm:?here
the other 45 bottles are.
'Ihere are ﬁ]-‘gparenﬂy et'hlcal

_A. Fletcher®s GIN and HAT reviews —
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. ﬂetcheqf s CIN an " H

The Hat: Crépe
paper ‘crown’

This standard issue hatis presentin all
Christmas crackers except the
iconic of the season but rarely a great ﬁt (a |
small tear in the right place wﬂl help ﬂlﬂse ‘
with a more girthly nnggmj’ ne so licht,

you affix a fruit sticker to ymuu,i",
Doesn’t perform well in the rain, S0 not
recommended for ancient marinating. 4/10 ‘



Ao Fletchér s CIN am:l HAT rev :

The Gin: Dillon’s Rose Cin
[Unfmm:iitid due to ‘whirling’]. This fine gin ranks

among Canada’s best exports, sitting somewhere
below poutine and above Justin Bieber. Unlike
the aureolin Ungava, the yellowy tinge of
Dillon’s rose-flavour version is entirely
explicable. [ haven't tried it yetbutam
anticipating greatness and to that
end, will speculatively award a
score based on the mean of
the previous two Canadian
~efforts. 8,5/10

The Hat: Sikke

f On a recent visit to Istanbul, I
witnessed the ‘whirling dervish’
ceremony. In the symbolism of that
ritual, the camel's hair “sikke” hat
represents the tombstone of the ego. Here
(and in many similar practices), theego is
seen as a hindrance to reaching higher
states of consciousness. So, being an
‘enlightened’ type, I simply had to get
one of those hats. Now, any time I need
to achieve a state of wajd (a trance-like
state of ecstasy that has been described as
| ‘spiritual drunkenness'), Ijust pop on
" my hat, take a draught of the yellow stuff
and twirl. 10/10

music from Fez and Niger’.
Ethnomusicology Forum 13:2, pp. 309-312.

a G
" "\ L ’ 1. Langlois, T. (2004) ‘Reviews of CDs on



A. Fletcher*s CIN and hAﬂfeviews

~ infusion of distinctive red
the fuck is “‘cole’? Second, i
sums up everything abo
. be trusted. It tastes okay

v The Hat: Fishing [
o ’ This hat articulates all that

) was wrong aboutthe 1990s;
the general tloppiness, the l
insouciant swagger and the

tiresome claims to being
‘madferrit’. On the other hand,
it does have a little pocketfor |
hiding contraband or fishing
paraphernalia. It works well
with the gin butis somewhat
prone to falling off whilst
running away from, e.g. a
police officer.5/10
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A. Fletcher’s CIN and FATR reviews

The Gin: vVarious

This selection is made up of recent gifts. I'm saving them
up for a tasting session, so will instead review the
'concept' of miniature gin. Miniature gin was invented
for air travel and thus works extremely well with
diazepam. Justlike dwarfs, itis technically the real
thing. However, it takes several bottles to achieve
. the same effect, just as it takes several sheets of

" newspaper to make a real hatand several

dwarfs to make a real person. Nevertheless, I

am very grateful for my gifts and will enjoy
them when the time is right. 8/10

The Hat: Newspaper hat

The traditional newspaper hatis essentially a
newspaper boat - but those are for losers, as we
know from the opening scene of 'TT". You may
correctly infer thatI'm running short of
hats and have begun to
& improvise. This hat
is nevertheless
excellent (and
cheap, although
you'llneed a
respectable

broadsheet to get
a decéfit fit). It
work well

with miniatures,
which can be

\ stored in the folds.
If you run outof

gin, just open up
and read.7/10




N

four tlckets toa
__the more you drink, tt

Thls hat made me
feel likea good
~human being but

satoddly wi




A. Fletcher®s CIN and HAT reviews

The Cin: Ableforth’s Bathtub €in

There is lots of very small writing on this bnttle_t
which describes making cheap gin in a bathan
how baths have got expensive but that hasn't
stopped this plucky manufacturer, blah, blah
blah... Itsounds like bullshit pm venarn

and style over substance. Luckily, the ac

zingy and fresh tasting, although mine hac
rubber duck floating init. 7/10

The Hat: 'Eeret' by Laulhere

You cannot beat a classic
French beret to epitomise the
*Onum Johnny' look - but
yand gin do not pair

T well aﬁd why should we let
P, the French ruin everything? If

el we ignore its military and
gt UDA revolutionary connotations,
thatleaves artists, beatniks
] and whores, who all love

vh gin. Goes well with jazz I,

~and a goatee.7/10
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The Cin: Needle Black F¢
I saw this bad boy in Aldi. The pi

me. Itis s an eminently senmbh .
the rlsk uf malk

\h‘ .,
K‘“x .. wever
.- could not be ﬁlrlil1er
truth; it’s a fine little nu
albeit another yellow-u
--h"""--,_
‘\—"‘“--._..

of weir acadé‘.mtq
indicates high edu -ationa
status - althoug -
as with plague dnct{)rs

generally, these credentials
are somewhat shaky. A fun
hatnevertheless.9/10




=

A. Flfatcher s GIN and Hg \r

The €Cin: Bloom | \ | -~ The I-Iat. L*u:lies’ nat

I've had this kicking around for a while r - for ladies | o
now. Italways reminds me of Leopold | : L
Bloom, who was also a prolific hat-
wearer (a bowler, I think). As I
recall, Joyce spenta great deal of
ime describingithe hats worn
by his protagontists. But]
digress. Bloom gin is sweet

“This daslac b

. socialite wa_tmabes HI'm lucky, —
2 get snapped by the Daily Mail

and end up on page seven,

and fragrant, unlike ladies’ ., toppling Dﬂ my high hee
day at the races. 6/10 %  flashing my gusset. Oneisn't
S "~ sure which way round the hat

' .:___{‘ _ mustbe worn, so we went

-,
S



The Cin: Shenherd’
Durse F

Shepherds s areno toriously
oblivious to gender
stereotypes, so they aren't

4@3‘:{1 if you call it a purse
or a wallet; it'sjust where they

keep theirspare change. The
gin tastes of bracken and
bestiality, and comes in a
handsome bottle. Ahem. 7 /10

a sort of makeshift DaftF ’
ensemble. Only one fla A
remains: how to drink




A. Fletcher’s CIN and HAI revié%vs

The Cin: Von Haller*s €in The Hat: Qenenc
Remember Gunpowder gin? This is its more - SCﬂI’IﬂII’IﬂV ian HEImet

expensive cousin. Instead of being all ) This style of helmet was worn by the

ghin ese{‘iiis?\, Efﬁs Dnebsl i (ierman/ e Vikings, the Saxons and ; raimbi?% Hﬁ
ame confusion; same blue glass; same other lof. too-Famg 1 liab iy inforosl hat

great taste. 've got to hand it to e Ao plabe is dbsigne dto s e

i:)ru?lsélanbe d.%;u]lery they inake wearer's shield from hitting the bridge of
A DTES‘ § 1 S PIciy “the nose when buffeted. The chalnma:tl

good, butsave yourself a tenner ; P illot hiakas o 1oy
ghtful ]a_nglg
and go for'the Gunpowder. 8/10 sound, which brings a sense of

.. tothe pillaging and raping,. &*fiﬂﬁ‘“ |




A. Fletcher’s CIN and HAT reviews

The CGin: Bols Corenwiin Jenever

This bottle reminds me of a thermos flask. Or a brick. I could take
it on site fqr lunch with no questions asked. The substance within
is extremely weird - possibly the weirdest yet - like a
sortof rum. It’s yellow (I'm used to thatnow) and
_ somewhataggressive, like a jaundiced bricklayer.
The bottle was open when I received it, so it might
noteven be gin. 5/10

The Hat: “hard hat®

The ‘hard hat’ is a no-nonsense descriptor for
what posh people call a ‘construction helmet’.
. This has many connotations, which run the

3 )  spectrum from pot-bellied British misogynist
\ to ultra-butch Village Person. The hat under
A\ review bel::mgs to an archaeologist, so most of
my offensive stereotypes
fall down right there.
Time to throw in the
~ trowel?7/10

-----
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The Cin: Death’s Door

To review this aptly
named gin, I paid

a visitto a ‘very

high place’. The

more draughts I

took, the closer1

got to death’s door,

so it pretty much does
whatitsays.9/10

The Hat: Tudor bonnet

This remarkable beastkept me warm all
day. I've never been keen on pomp and
ceremony, preferring instead to slip into
the shadows (yethere we are). It was
actually rather comty, with plenty of
extra space for sweets, USB sticks and
other Sundr_gr items. However, it
does ratherlook | likea cushion.
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